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AMENDMENTS TO THE DRAWINGS 

Figure 5 bas been ameuded by includmg the expression "at core depletion and 
environmental conditions" in step 110 as shown on the Mowing page. A Replacement Sheet 
incoiporadng this amendnicnt is impended to this Amendment 
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. REMARKS 

Claims 12, 13 and 15 were presented for examination. The Office Action indicates Ihat: 

(a) (in Paragraph 2) the drav^TOgs were objected to for not showing all of tlie features 
lecited by Claim 12. 

(b) (in Paragraph 3) Claims 12, 13 and 15 were rejected under 35 USC 1 12, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite because of: the expression "at least in part based upon depletion of 
the core during the fuel cycle and upon environmental conditions" in Claim 12; and an implication 
in Claim 12 that the peaking fectors were independent of core depletion. 

(c) (in Paiagraph 4) Claim 12 was objected to because it included abbreviations and 

acronyms. 

Claim 12 as amended and its dependent Claims 13 and 15 are presented for reconsideration. 
It is respectfully submitted that the application as amended satisfies the stated objections and the 
statutory requirements of 35 USC 1 12, second paragraph. In addition, it is respectfully submitted 
that this amendment puts the rejected claims in better form for appeal. Accordingly^ reconsideration 
of this application in view of the above amendments and the following remarlcs is requested. 

In response to the above summarized objections and rejections, Claim 12 has been rewritten 
to recite that tihie step of increasing the power level to an enhanced level: 

-is based upon the heat flux peaking fector and the enthalpy rise peaking factor values at the core 
depletion and wvironmental conditions.— 

As the Examiner pointed out, the peaking fector values vary with core depletioa As is discussed in 
the specificaiion at page 10, line 17, to page 11, hne 7: 

5 



PAGE 9/10*RCVDAT1f16/2006 10:07:51 AM lEastem Standi 



01/15/20&6 09: 47 412-374-3832 



W EC-CONTRACTS 



PAGE 10/10 



the reduced peaking value factors depend upon the maximum power level; and 
the maximmn. power level is limited by such environmental conditions as the maximum 
temperature of the ultimate heat sink. 

For example, and as the specification points out at page 2, lines 16-24, a cooling tower h^iying a 
rated capacity at ambient conditions of 80^ and 90% relative humidity may be operated at 90% of 
rated capacity during a winter day at ambient conditions of 20^ and 1 0% relative humidity. 

In addition, Claim 12 has been rewritten to replace the abbreviations and acronyms. As the 
specification indicates at page 1, lines 14-15, the abbreviation NRC refers to tiie Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission. Fq and Fah are defined in the specification at page 2, lines 1 - 2 and 
elsewhere. 

Thus, it is respectfully submitted that Claim 12 and its dependent Claims 13 and 15 are 
patentable and that the application is unobjectionable. Accordingly, allowance of these claims is 
respectfiilly solicited. 

The Commissioner is authorized to charge any additional fees required by 37 CFR 1 .16 or 
37 CFR 1.17 as aresult of this ReplytoDeposit Account No. 50-0947. 

Respectfiilly submitted, 
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